UNIT —V SOCIAL ISSUES:

Urban Issues
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Energy: Urban areas consume a significant portion of energy resources. Sustainable urban planning and
development aim to reduce energy consumption through efficient infrastructure, public transportation, and
green building practices.

Water Conservation: Urbanization strains water resources. Sustainable water management includes rainwater
harvesting, efficient irrigation, and reducing water wastage in cities.

Environmental Ethics: Urban residents play a crucial role in practicing environmental ethics by reducing waste,
conserving resources, and supporting eco-friendly policies.

Global Warming: Urban heat islands and carbon emissions contribute to global warming. Mitigation efforts
include green urban design, renewable energy use, and public transportation systems.

Resettlement and Rehabilitation Issues: Urbanization often leads to the displacement of marginalized
communities. Adequate resettlement and rehabilitation policies must ensure the well-being and rights of
affected populations.

Environmental Legislations:

e Environmental Protection Act, 1986: Aims to protect and improve environmental quality. It empowers
authorities to take actions against polluters.

e Air, Water, Wildlife, and Forest Conservation Acts: Enforce regulations specific to these natural
resources.

Population Growth and Explosion: Rapid urban population growth can strain resources and infrastructure.
Sustainable urban planning accounts for population growth, emphasizing housing, healthcare, and education.

Human Rights and Value Education: Promoting human rights and ethical values in urban areas fosters inclusive
and equitable societies.

Environmental Health: Urban residents are vulnerable to pollution-related health issues. Proper waste disposal,
clean water, and air quality control are vital for urban environmental health.

HIV/AIDS: Urban areas may have higher prevalence rates of HIV/AIDS. Awareness, education, and healthcare
services are crucial for prevention and treatment.

Role of IT in Environment and Human Health: Information technology can facilitate environmental monitoring,
data analysis, and telemedicine, enhancing both environmental protection and healthcare delivery.

Women and Child Welfare: Gender-sensitive policies and initiatives empower women and protect the rights of
children in urban areas.

Public Awareness: Environmental awareness campaigns in urban centers promote sustainable practices, waste
reduction, and conservation efforts.

Key Legislation

Environmental Protection Act, 1986: This Indian law empowers central and state governments to take measures
for environmental protection and improvement. It authorizes the establishment of pollution control boards,
regulation of hazardous substances, and penalties for violators.
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e Air, Water, Wildlife, and Forest Conservation Acts: These acts address specific environmental concerns. The

Wildlife Protection Act, for example, protects endangered species and their habitats.

Urban areas face complex challenges, including resource depletion, pollution, and social inequalities. Addressing these
issues requires comprehensive planning, sustainable policies, and active participation from residents, businesses, and
governments. Environmental ethics, awareness, and ethical values play a pivotal role in achieving urban sustainability
and human well-being.
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